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Your Say

READER CONTRIBUTIONS
A

great shot of an Alouette helicopter
from Jens Christian T. Olesen who
served with the Danish contingent
at D12. “With its 381 metres above sea
level, this OP was the highest in Cyprus,”
Jens tells us. “The view was fantastic. And
imagine the quiet up there in the Buffer
Zone... I miss that!”

AUSCON in Famagusta

S

iegfried Rachbauer, who served with AUSCON in Famagusta between 1986 and 1988, sent in these three great photos.
Siegfried tells us that the Alouette II helicopter used to land at the Austrian Headquarters “Camp Duke Leopold V” at
Famagusta from time to time, piloted by British RAF. The other photographs are from a “manoeuvre” that the forces
conducted together in the Buffer Zone in 1988.
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FOCUS

UNFICYP at Fifty
In Pictures

O

n to the 1990s, when the face of UNFICYP underwent major changes with the withdrawal of long-standing
troop contributors such as Canada, Denmark and Sweden; the arrival of brand new contingents from Argentina,
Hungary, Slovenia and the Netherlands, and a host of partners from Latin America including Bolivia, Brazil,
Paraguay and Uruguay, heralded changes at the operational level, and the creation of the three UNFICYP Sectors as
we know them today. Moreover, these changes brought a new peacekeeping spirit from further afield, galvanizing the
already-multinational force and ensuring that it could continue to work to fulfil UNFICYP’s mandate.

A CHANGING FORCE
The 1990s
February 1990
Negotiations resume but are halted again later that year.
1992
Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali says Cyprus is a
priority. He launches talks in New York mid-year, presenting his
‘Set of Ideas’ for a draft settlement.
March 1993
Secretary-General Boutros-Ghali meets Greek Cypriot leader
Glafcos Clerides and Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash.
Confidence-building measures are proposed, with negotiations for
implementation to begin in May. Talks resume but are cancelled
in June.
December 1993
The face of UNFICYP is changing. Major troops contributing
countries Canada, Denmark and Sweden withdraw. Countries like
Argentina, Slovakia and Hungary will step in to fill the gap.
February 1994
The UN begins proximity talks to negotiate the implementation
of confidence-building measures following confirmation of
acceptance by both sides.
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UNFICYP 50
The 1990s Continued....
October 1995
Successful bi-communal events take place at Ledra Palace. An
Open House on the UN’s 50th anniversary draws over 5,000
visitors and a bi-communal friendship concert entertains over
1,000 people.
May 1997
A bi-communal concert draws 3,000 music lovers.
July 1997
Greek Cypriot leader Glafcos Clerides and Turkish Cypriot
leader Rauf Denktash meet for five days of UN-sponsored talks
in Troutbeck, New York, followed by a further round of talks in
Switzerland in August.
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FOCUS

NEW ZEALAND
Kiwi Police: Founding Members of
the UN Police Presence in Cyprus
A Brief History

T

he New Zealand Police presence in Cyprus began on 21
May 1964 when a Hasting aircraft of the New Zealand Air
Force touched down in Nicosia carrying 25 “Kiwi Coppers”.
Inspector George Wells led this first NZ police unit, which
completed an 8-month tour. By 1966, the 20-strong “KIWICIVPOL”
were headquartered at the Curium Palace Hotel in Limassol with
an isolated detachment of four men in the Troodos Hills at Mallia.
In their Landrovers they covered the whole of the Limassol area
and had clocked up more than 92,000 miles during their patrols.
The 6th and last Kiwi Police Contingent in Cyprus departed the
island on 27 June 1967 after a 6-month tour

NEW ZEALAND FACTS
TOTAL POLICE: 80 in the period 1964-1967
DEPLOYMENT DATE: 21 May 1964
LOCATION: Limassol District
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THE
NETHERLANDS
A Brief History

T

he Netherlands contributed 100 troops a year
to UNFICYP between 1998 and 2001 and 44
police officers between 2004 and 2010. This
wonderful article from the Blue Beret of June 1998
describes the arrival of the first Dutch peacekeepers
to Cyprus, and the photo archive shows that the
Netherlands were active participants in the military
skills competition!

THE NETHERLANDS
FACTS
TOTAL MILITARY: 397
TOTAL POLICE: 44
DEPLOYMENT DATE: 9 June 1998
LOCATION: Sector 2
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FOCUS

SLOVAKIA
A Brief History

S

lovak National Council Resolution Number 1372 of 10 May 2001 gave its
consent to the deployment of the first unit of the Armed Forces to UNFICYP;
the first SLOVCON members arrived on the island soon afterwards.

SLOVCON took command of Sector 4 from Austria. It was the first time in Slovak
history that its armed forces assumed command of a sector in a UN peacekeeping
mission.
Slovakia’s deputy in Sector 4, the Hungarian Contingent, also joined UNFICYP in
2001. In 2005, Sector 4 was strengthened by the addition of soldiers from Croatia,
and more recently in 2010 with a contingent of soldiers from Serbia, and in 2013
from Ukraine. The Area of Operation of Sector 4 is therefore UNFICYP’s most
multinational. The five countries contribute 284 men and women to the mission, the
majority of whom work within Sector 4, in 3 platoons and MOLO teams, with others
in the UNFICYP Headquarters and Contingent Headquarters. The Contingents also
have personnel assigned to the Mobile Force Reserve, the Force Military Police Unit,
and a separate troop of 37 Slovak Engineers who are located in the United Nations
Protected Area.

8

BLUE BERET
July/August 2014

SLOVAK FACTS
TOTAL MILITARY: 2,500
DEPLOYMENT: May 2001
LOCATION: Sector 4
CASUALTIES: 2

UNFICYP 50

IN COMMAND IN SECTOR 4
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FOCUS

PERU
A Brief History

P

eru’s contribution in Cyprus totals 45 troops serving between 2005 and 2010 in Sector 1 under Argentinean Command. A founding
member of the United Nations, the Republic of Peru has maintained a continuous interest in contributing to UN peacekeeping
operations. The first mission in which Peru participated was the UN Observation Group in Lebanon (UNOGIL) in 1958. Its
largest contribution of UN peacekeepers so far was in the Second UN Emergency Force (UNEF II) and the UN Disengagement
Observer Force (UNDOF) in the Middle East after the 1973 Arab-Israeli conflict. Over decades, Peru has deployed personnel to
20 UN missions. More recently, in 2004, Peru deployed a contingent to the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH). The
deployment, known as Compañia Peru, has some 200 troops. According to official data, 4,244 troops have been deployed overall to
MINUSTAH over the course of 17 rotations.

Peruvians Appointed by the
Secretary-General to Cyprus
Javier Perez de Cuellar and
Alvaro de Soto

T

wo significant leaders in the history of the UN’s involvement in Cyprus
hailed from Peru. Javier Perez de Cuellar was the Special Representative
of the Secretary-General in Cyprus from 1975 to 1977 and later went on
to become Secretary-General from 1982 to 1991. The former Peruvian diplomat
played a key role in the Cyprus Talks, including the presentation of the ‘Draft
Framework Agreements’ and introduction of the ‘Summary of Ideas’ as a basis of a
comprehensive settlement.

Force Commander
Rear Admiral Mario
Sánchez Debernardi

P

eru took the reins of the Force in
Cyprus with the appointment of Rear
Admiral Mario Sánchez Debernardi
(pictured below) in 2008. RA Debernardi
arrived in Cyprus on 1 April in the midst
of one of most significant events on the
island – the opening of the Ledra-Lokmaci
Street crossing.

Peruvian Alvaro de Soto was the Special Adviser of the Secretary-General on
Cyprus from 2000 to 2004 and went on to become the UN’s Special Coordinator of
the Middle East Peace Process until 2007.

PERU FACTS
DEPLOYMENT: 2005-2010
TOTAL MILITARY: 45
LOCATION: Sector 1
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BOLIVIA
A Brief History

B

olivian troops began serving in UNFICYP’s Sector 1 under Argentinean command in
1993 and contributed to peacekeeping efforts in Cyprus until 2003.
Bolivia has participated in UN Peacekeeping Operations since the early 1980s. As
of June 2010, it was supplying a total of 438 personnel to six UN peacekeeping operations
(28 military observers and 410 troops). Bolivia also hosts a Centre for Peacekeeping
Training (COMPEBOL in Spanish), to provide training to the Bolivian peacekeeping
forces that support UN peacekeeping operations around the world. COMPEBOL trains
approximately 700 troops annually.

BOLIVIA FACTS
DEPLOYMENT: 1999-2003
TOTAL MILITARY: 2/year
LOCATION: Sector 1

URUGUAY
A Brief History

U

ruguay was also part of the Force in Sector 1 between 1999 and 2003.
“Uruguay’s commitment to global peacekeeping is without rival,” SecretaryGeneral Ban Ki-moon once said in remarks to the National School for
Peacekeeping Operations, located in the capital, Montevideo. “When adjusted for
population, no country contributes more troops than Uruguay.” More than 25,000
Uruguayans have served in 21 peacekeeping missions since 1951, with some 2,400
Uruguayans currently serving under the blue flag. Twenty-seven Uruguayans have
lost their lives in UN service.

Force Commander Major General Hebert Figoli

Major General Figoli (pictured left) of Uruguay assumed his responsibilities on 8th
January 2004 as UNFICYP’s 14th Force Commander.

URUGUAY FACTS

DEPLOYMENT: 1999 – 2006 TOTAL MILITARY: 15

LOCATION: Sector 1
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UNFICYP 50

NEPAL

Major General Victory Rana
UNFICYP Force Commander, 1999-2001

N

epal became an UNFICYP troop-contributing country with the appointment of Major General Rana as Force Commander in
1999. He brought with him an early career experience in Cyprus, where in 1967 he served as a young officer cadet from the
UK’s Royal Military Academy at Sandhurst. He recalls the experience as an initial “small taste” of peacekeeping.

“I believe in leading by example,” said Major General Rana on his arrival in Cyprus. “I expect to spend a lot of time visiting the various
sectors we have here, getting to know the commanders and getting to know the problems they face.”
Nepal became a member of the United Nations in 1955 and first contributed military peacekeepers in 1958, sending five observers
to the UN Military Observation Group in Lebanon. As of April 2013, Nepal had contributed 94,000 peacekeepers to 43 UN missions
overall. Since late 2006 it has consistently provided at least 3,000 or more peacekeepers, making it one of the UN’s largest troopcontributing countries.

CHINA
Major General Chao Liu
UNFICYP Force Commander, 2011-2014

S

ecretary-General Ban Ki-moon announced the appointment of Major General Chao Liu of China as UNFICYP Force
Commander on 14 January 2011. Major General Liu succeeded Real Admiral Mario Sanchez Debernardi of Peru, taking up
his duties on 25 Feb 2011.

China currently contributes 2,188 personnel to UN Peacekeeping Operations. Its history of involvement in UN peacekeeping
began in 1988 when China joined the special committee on peacekeeping operations, and sent its first military observers the
following year. China sent the first company of engineers to Cambodia in April 1992 and, since then, China’s participation in UN
peacekeeping operations has dramatically expanded by type, numbers of personnel and location of missions. This year, China is
planning to send more than 400 military engineering, medical and transport teams, as well as military observers, civil policemen
and political officials to join the UN peacekeeping mission in Sudan.
For more on Major General Chao Liu’s time with UNFICYP, turn to our tribute on the following pages.
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REPUBLIC OF
KOREA
Lieutenant General Jin Ha Hwang
UNFICYP Force Commander, 2002-2003

L

ieutenant General Hwang assumed command of UNFICYP on
7 January 2002, succeeding Major General Victory Rana of
Nepal. The opening of the first crossings in 2003 marked his
two-year deployment.
The Republic of Korea has long been an active troop-contributing
nation and advocate of UN peacekeeping. It has actively
participated in UN Peacekeeping Operations through the dispatch
of infantry troops and by supporting other contingents, with medical
and engineering units. With 637 troops deployed in eight missions,
including the deployment of 317 troops to the UN Interim Force in
Lebanon (UNIFIL), and 290 troops to the UN Mission in the Republic
of South Sudan (UNMISS), Korea ranks 35th in the number of troops
dispatched as of May 2014.
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Feature

FAREWELL TO THE
FORCE COMMANDER

AFTER THREE AND A HALF YEARS COMMANDING UNFICYP’S PEACEKEEPING FORCE,

MAJOR GENERAL CHAO LIU COMPLETED HIS TENURE IN AUGUST 2014. WE TAKE A
LOOK AT SOME OF THE HIGHLIGHTS OF HIS TIME HERE WITH THIS RETROSPECTIVE
IMAGE SELECTION NARRATED BY THE FORCE COMMANDER HIMSELF.

“It is my personal honour and privilege to command a multinational force in Cyprus. I will say that I am the first Chinese
general to be a commanding officer of a multinational force and I really enjoy my job. It will be a very unique part of my military
career.”

INSPECTING THE TROOPS
“The main aim of my inspections was to check that the newly arrived contingents are well-trained and well-prepared for this
Mission. I was very happy to meet the new contingents on the ground and to talk to the individual soldiers. I was always very happy
to talk with the individual soldiers, and listen to their opinions and feelings about their mission in Cyprus. Sometimes they will
mention challenges, frustrations – in the military we always want to take on challenges. As the Force Commander I try to explain
what the meaning of our operation is. And I hope that what I said makes them realize that the mission in Cyprus is as important
as the other UN missions in Africa and the Middle East.”

PROGRESS ON DEMINING
“What we dealt with this Spring was a mine hazard issue and
we got great assistance from UNIFIL, demonstrating a very
good intermission cooperation. We expressed our gratitude to
the Force Commander of UNIFIL and his staff and team and
especially the Cambodians who did an excellent job. Given
these deminers’ backgrounds, coming from Cambodia where
they have a very serious issue, they came here and helped
the people to get rid of mines here – finding one antitank
mine. It was an excellent effort.”
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“In China, we say that the barracks
are always there but the soldiers come
and go. I have been in Cyprus for over
three years and it is high time I left. I
was very honoured that Mr. Ladsous
presented me with my medal, and the
very rare number 7 numeral.”

SUCCESSES AND INNOVATIONS
“When I came and read in the Force Employment Book that
our mission was to dominate every inch of the buffer zone, I
realized, since we have only a small number of troops – 860
– I cannot task our troops to dominate every inch of such
a large area. So I asked the tasking to be changed from
“domination” to “demonstrate a credible UN presence”. The
Sectors have understood what my intent is – to demonstrate
this credible presence to cover the key areas. This is a
change – and I will not say that this is just because of me.
Now, the soldiers patrol into critical areas or key areas and
not every inch –and we make an effort to double or triple
our patrols in certain areas. They will change their patrol
plans accordingly to be more flexible and adaptable to
the operating environment. We may use the very limited
resources to deal with the main issues, not just patrol without
reason, and my intent is also we should be very tough. After
all, we have a mandate to deal with violations.”

EXPERIENCING NEW CULTURES
“ I sent this photo to my colleagues in China and they said – you
are smoking something! Putting on the Irish Guards costume,
this was a very good memory. So many social functions – I
enjoyed their cultures, their food, their traditions and hospitality.
Its very unique, very special, I learned a lot. I was the defense
attaché to India, but this type of international job is very unique.”

CHINESE CULTURE IN CYPRUS
“I was very happy to introduce the Chinese culture
to all the sectors and soldiers and officers working
in Cyprus – they all prepared a dragon dance for the
Year of the Dragon, and the diplomatic community
was invited and they really enjoyed this. All the
nationalities contribute to this mission and I was
also happy to present the Chinese culture, which
may be unfamiliar to many.”
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Feature

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED

“Every commanding officer may have their own idea how to implement his or her mission
on this island, and as I said I had my ideas when I came in, and I would say mission
accomplished. From my experience, this mission is not just a military mission, you must
have a very strong political sense, and diplomatic skills and build good relations with the
opposing forces, and ensure cooperation and coordination with the other three components
of the mission. In China, we always say that the relations matter the most. You must build
working relations and personal relations with your colleagues and counterparts.”

REFLECTIONS ON UNFICYP, A MULTINATIONAL FAMILY

“

I think UNFICYP is a big family.
The members might have their
own backgrounds and their own
cultures but we work and live on this
island as a big family. In the past 3 and
a half years, I participated in medal
parades, military skills presentations,
social functions hosted by all the
sectors. The 3 sectors have their

own characteristics. The Slovaks and
Eastern Europeans, the British, the
Latin Americans each have different
characters. The Latin Americans
have very good social functions, very
exciting, a lot of dancing and singing.
The Europeans are very organized,
down to the minute, and the British are
very ceremonial and very traditional.

”

TEAMWORK
“We have a very good team. The
UNFICYP Senior Management Group is
very good and cohesive and determined
to deal with the issues and I have been
very happy to work closely with those
colleagues. We also have very good
troop contributing countries in this
mission. I also have very good staff
working for me in my team (pictured
below). I am extremely grateful to them
for all their support.”

NEW HORIZONS
“I will head back to Beijing for a university
job, to give lectures at the National
Defense University when it comes to
foreign cooperation and peacekeeping
operations, how to train the troops. China
will send an infantry battalion to South
Sudan soon, so I may provide some
advice based on how the Argentineans,
Slovaks and Brits are trained to serve
here, to be trained for this scenario. In
the infantry we are trained to deal with the
worst scenarios, even if we are posted
to Cyprus where the likelihood of putting
our training into practice is low. It might
be calm and stable but who knows, we
always have to be ready.”
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First Female Force
Commander Takes Charge

M

ajor General Kristin Lund of Norway officially assumed her duties as Force Commander of the United Nations Peacekeeping
Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP) on 11 February at a handover ceremony in Nicosia where she was warmly welcomed by
UNFICYP Chief of Mission Lisa Buttenheim. Maj Gen Lund takes over from Maj Gen Chao Liu of China, and is the first
woman ever to command a United Nations peacekeeping force.

Stay tuned to the next issue of the Blue Beret for an in-depth feature on Major General Lund.

BLUE BERET
July/August 2014

17

Events

SUMMER EVENTS AND VISITS

26 August: Former Force Commander Maj Gen Rafael Jose Barni of
Argentina visited, pictured here with the new Force Commander.

9 July: Senior Police Adviser Andrii Sachavo of Ukraine hosted a
meeting of the Technical Committee on Crime and Criminal Matters.

12 July: The Argentinean Contingent organized a Tango for Peace
event in Nicosia.

20 August: Hungarian National Day is celebrated.
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4 July: UNFICYP’s Mobile Force Reserve, Force Military Police and
UNPOL supported the Leaders’ Meeting at the UN Good Offices.
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MEDALS FOR PEACE IN ANCIENT SALAMIS

O

n 15 July, the peacekeepers of Sector 4 received their United Nations Peacekeeping Medals against the stunning
backdrop of the ancient amphitheatre at Salamis. As the sun set, Force Commander Major General Chao Liu
commended the Slovak, Hungarian, Croatian, Serbian and Ukrainian troops for their dedicated service in Cyprus.
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Round-up

HOT SHOTS
.

Around the Sectors with
the new Force Commander

After the formalities of the Handover Ceremony, UNFICYP’s new Force Commander
Major General Kristin Lund got down to business touring the sectors and getting to know
the Mobile Force Reserve, Force Military Police Unit and Force Engineers.
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Round-up

FIVE DECADES OF MILITARY HARDWARE

T

his issue’s front cover is dedicated to the theme of military
tools and toys. Our uniformed personnel could not do their
jobs without vehicles adapted to the terrain, helicopters
that can cover the expanse of the buffer zone with ease and
manoeuvre amongst the foothills of the Troodos mountains.

In terms of military hardware, UNFICYP has employed a range
of technological innovations over its five decades in operation –
from helicopters to tacticas. While many of these tools may look
vintage to our eyes, in many cases, at the time, they were at the
cutting edge.

In 2014, Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations
Hervé Ladsous put the importance of using military technology
and of finding innovative ways to carry out peacekeeping tasks,
squarely on centre stage. “A Force for Peace. A Force for Change.
A Force for the Future.” This is the new slogan for the UN’s global
peacekeeping operations. Across its missions, the UN is pushing
to employ new technologies that can change the way we operate
and improve the impact of our troops on the ground.

DO YOU KNOW YOUR TACTICA
FROM YOUR FERRET SCOUT?
The Blue Beret has pulled together these images of some of the
most impressive-looking units over the past decades. Can you
name them all? Send in your answers to the BB team at
unficyp-mil-pio@un.org

A

D

B

C

E
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New Faces

NORWAY JOINS
THE RANKS

W

ith the arrival of new Force Commander Major General Kristin Lund, Norway becomes the 33rd troop or police contributing
country to support the United Nations peacekeeping efforts in Cyprus. Major General Lund brings with her two support
colleagues from her home country to round out the newest UNFICYP contingent. Welcome the Norwegians!

Introducing...
Major Erik Tandberg
Personal Staff Officer
to the Force Commander

“I

was born in Lillehammer, Norway on the 17th of May 1979.
Today I live in Hamar with my wife Mona Stokke and our
two boxers Brutus and Gaius. I am an artillery officer, and
proudly so. My last assignment before UNFICYP was battery
commander of BttN/Artbn/BrigN in northern Norway. I served
in Afghanistan twice; as a mentor in NOR Kandak OMLT 1 in
2009 and as targeting officer in PRT MEY in 2010. This is my
first UN mission.
Education: Military Academy 2001-03, School of design and
architecture 2005-2006 and Bachelor in International Studies
(UiO) 2006-2010.

”

And farewell to…
Major Rob Money
Office Commanding,
Mobile Force Reserve

H

aving graduated from the University of London’s School
of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), Major Robert
Money attended and completed the Army commissioning
course at the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst in 2002. As
an infantry officer, he has served two tours of Afghanistan, two
tours of Iraq and one tour of Northern Island. He has completed
both the Jungle and Arctic Warfare instructors’ courses and
has spent two and a half very happy years with 45 Commando.
Having promoted to Major and completed Staff College in 2011,
he took up an intelligence and reconnaissance staff post with
the UK’s airborne brigade. He was posted back to his muchloved home regiment, the Irish Guards, in January 2014 as a
Company Commander and remarks, “Simply put, Op TOSCA
is like nothing I’ve been asked to do before!” An avid apiarist,
a keen sailor and an intolerably poor karaoke contestant, Rob
returns to the UK in October 2014 having joyfully seized and
enjoyed all the opportunities that Cyprus has to offer.
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The Blue Beret team extends
a special farewell to Force
Photographer
SSgt
Roman
Chovanec who returns soon
to Slovakia. Roman’s great
photographs have graced the
pages of the magazine for the past
18 months and his can-do attitude
has been essential to capturing
images at Leaders’ Meetings,
office calls, medal parades and
more. Best of luck & warm wishes
Roman!
.

Next Issue: The new
Force Commander –
In Depth!
Plus: 50th Anniversary
Focus : Serbia, Croatia,
Montenegro, & Bosnia
& Herzegovina /////////
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