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T
he curtain dropped on the
latest final act in the search
for a comprehensive settle-

ment to the Cyprus problem when,
just before dawn on Tuesday 11
March, after a day-long, all-night
series of meetings involving the
Secretary-General, Special Adviser
de Soto, and, at one time or another
(singly or together), the Greek
Cypriot leader H.E. Tassos Papa-
dopoulos and the Turkish Cypriot
leader, H.E. Rauf Denktash, plus
the guarantor powers, Kofi Annan
sadly announced that “we have
reached the end of the road”. He
also announced the impending
closure of Alvaro de Soto’s Cyprus
office.

The Secretary-General shared
“a deep sense of sadness” with all
peace-loving Greek and Turkish
Cypriots and Greeks and Turks, but
said he wanted the people of the
island “to know that I have not
given up on them”. He regretted
that they had been denied “the
chance to decide their own future”,
but said “my plan remains on the
table, ready for the Greek Cypriots
and the Turkish Cypriots to pick it
up and carry it forward to a solution
if they summon the will to do so”.
He said he remained “ready to
assist”.

The Secretary-General said a
settlement would not be possible by
the 16 April EU accession date
“without a firm commitment to
proceed energetically to a conclu-
sion according to a strict work
programme, culminating in sepa-
rate simultaneous referenda”.  In
his view, “that commitment is not
in place at this time” and he had
therefore asked Alvaro de Soto to
proceed to NY to prepare a detailed
report to the Security Council. At a
press conference later that day in
The Hague, he said, “we will
always be prepared to help and they
[the leaders] also know where to
find us”. 

In late February, the Secretary-
General visited Ankara, Athens and
Nicosia as he continued his efforts

to bring an end to the longstanding
dispute that has torn the island
apart for decades. Arriving in
Cyprus on 26 February – his
second visit in the space of nine
months – he presented the leaders
with a newly revised version of the
plan he had first presented the two
sides on 11 November 2002, and,
in revision, on 10 December, in the
hope that at that time they could
agree to it before the Copenhagen
European Council. He told re-
porters on arrival at Larnaca that he
hoped his latest visit would
persuade the leaders to reach an
agreement, so as to bring about a
new state of affairs in Cyprus,
resulting in signature of the EU
Treaty of Accession on 16 April on
behalf of a re-united Cyprus. 

In the course of his visit, the
Secretary-General met separately
with Mr. Papadopoulos, the
incoming Greek Cypriot leader,
and with Mr. Denktash, the Turkish
Cypriot leader, and he called on
Mr. Clerides, whose term in office
was expiring. All were presented
with copies of the revised plan.
Next day, the Secretary-General
and the three leaders gathered at the
Nicosia Conference Centre, site of
the year-long direct talks.

He later hosted a lunch for the
island’s political party leaders, both
Turkish Cypriot and Greek
Cypriot, at the CM’s residence.
Before leaving the island, the
Secretary-General said he had
asked Mr. Denktash and Mr.
Papadopoulos to meet with him in
The Hague on 10 March “prepared
to tell me, there and then, whether
or not they would sign a commit-
ment to submit the Foundation
Agreement to approval at separate,
simultaneous referenda on 30
March in order to achieve a com-
prehensive settlement of the
Cyprus problem”. He noted that he
had speci-fically asked them to
arrive “having completed all neces-
sary internal consultations and
processes so that the response on
10 March is definitive”.

The SG was greeted on arrival at Larnaca Airport by the CM and FC

The SG’s arrival press statement

Media “stake-out” at the Nicosia Conference Centre

The SG hosted a lunch for the island’s political party leaders at the
CM’s residence. The meal was prepared by Mrs. Elzbieta Wlosowicz

CM Zbigniew Wlosowicz plays a little
Scott Joplin for the SG at his residence

The SG 
provided
copies of

the revised
plan to
each of

the leaders
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